Swedinslgration to th

UTBREDNINGEN A¥ SVENSKA
ORTNAMN PA USA'S KARTA
VARIE * = 1 MEYSAELAMRANS
VAME A = "

WARE & = | SATURRANS

VARE 4 = ¢ "

Chik TTTO MR ARMEUS

THE SPREADING
of

SWEDISH piacansmes in
we US

The spread of Swedish names of different piia.ce.s iSt athee dSSA.
Mi nnesot a.

Swedes emigrated to the United States for various reasons, including economic, social, and
political factors. In the mid 9th century, Sweden was experiencing economic hardship,
including crop failures, job scarcitg,farmland refornand poverty. Additioally, Sweden

had a rigid social structure with limited opportunities for upward mobility, which made it
difficult for some people to improve their economic situation.

The United States, on the other hand, was experiencing an economic boom and had a growing
demand for labor in various industries, including agriculture, mining, and manufacturing. This
created opportunities for immigrants to find work and improve their economic situation.

Another factor was political freedom. Sweden was a constitutional nfgnar¢he time, and

while it was relatively stable and peaceful, some Swedes sought more political freedoms than
what was available in their home country. The United States, as a democratic nation with a
Bill of Rights and individual freedoms, offered atractive alternative.

Religious and cultural differences also played a role. Some Swedes were attracted to the
religious freedom and diversity in the United States, while others were drawn to the American
way of life and culture.



Overall, Swedish emigratn to the United States was motivated by a combination of
economic, social, political, and cultural factors, with the hope of improving their lives and
finding greater opportunities

The primary reason for the mass emigration was enanopportunities, as Sweden was
experiencing rapid population growth and limited agricultural land, while the United States
had vast expanses of fertile land @sdmentioned booming economy.

The first wave of Swedish emigration started in the 1840s, mainly consisting of poor farmers
and laborers who settled in the Midwest, particularly in the states of lllinois, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin. Many of these early immigrants were drawn to religioomsyaunities, such as the
Bishop Hill settlement in lllinois, founded by a Swedish religious leader named Erik Jansson.

The second wave of Swedish emigration occuaféer the American Civil Wan the 1860s
and 1870s, with an increasing number of Swéelagang for America seeking economic
opportunities. This wave of immigration also included many skilled workers, such as
blacksmiths, carpenters, and taildtss estimated that approx. 120,000 people left Sweden
18681873. For three years, Sweden haffiesad from stunted growth between 186868.

The third and final wave of Swedish immigration occurred in the early 20th century, with
many Swedes fleeing poverty and economic depression in their home country. Many of these
immigrants settled in urban asggarticularly in the Midwest and Northeast, where they

worked in manufacturing and other industries.

In total, an estimated 1.3 million Swedes emigrated to the United States between 1840 and
1920. The impact of Swedish immigrants on American societyaltgre has been

significant, particularly in the Midwest, where many communities still celebrate their Swedish
heritage with festivals and cultural events.
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Bishop Hill Historic District
National Historic Landmark
Bishop Hill, Illinois

Bi shop Hill was the site of a utopian religiod8509mmaummi ty f
his foll owers. Many consider the Jansonist emigration as tt

Bi shop Hill is a hinstHemiry LLowunltgmenti | i ooatsed USA,
by a group of Swedish religious dissidents known
Eri k Jansson, who had broken away from the Luthe
relobugi doctrine and church practices.

Jansson and his followers settled in western |11
on their religious beliefs. They named their set
known ashdph® Bhe community grew rapidly, and at

The Bishop Hill Col ony was known for its strict
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settl ement is preserved as a state historic site
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The first significant wave of Swedish i mmigrants
manyt hoefm settl ed in rural aThle si mrhiegrearnthse ywersd adr
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The first Swedish settlement in Minnéagétiai wasthtah
the city of 9Sdhandiedatilermqogqwl ed by Gustaf Unoni us,
school, and a trading post, and began farming th
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The Swedish immigrants faced many challenges in establishing themselves in Minnesota. Th
was harsh in the winter, and they had to adapt to a new way of lifeein aguntry. They also had t
learn new farming techniques and adjust to a different agricultural environment.

Throughout the 1850s and 1860s, Swedish i mmigran
cities such as Minneapolis and St. Pauld,i séhs wel |
i mmi grants worked as far mer s, | akbnoirte rcso, mnaunndi tci reasf
centered around their churches, school s, and soc

Upon arrival, many Swedish i mmigrants settled in
comnmutni es. They brought with them their farming
and customs. The Swedish i mmigrants quickIly adap
prairie, and their hard worlk adamandpenmnpever ance he

I n addition to farming, many Swedish i mmigrants
i ndustri es, which were booming in Minnesota at t
hours in the forests amddnhmitneoxn,s afntde mp ofoac ipray . d Dr
chall enges, many Swedish i mmigrants were able to
and homes, and to send their children to school



The Swedish i mmigrants establishamddctomenynb tii lets
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By the turn of the 20th century, Minnesota had become home to the largest population of Swe
immigrants in the United States. The Swedish immigrants had a signifigaexttion the state,
contributing to its economy, culture, and politics. Swedish traditions, such as Midsummer cele
and lutefisk dinners, remain a part of Minnesota's cultural heritage to this day.
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Oveéerlaa while the early years of Swedish i mmigrat]
wor king conditions, Swedish Americans were able
significant contributions to its development and



Travel cost of emigraton

The cost for a family emigrating from Sweden to
factors such as the mode of transportation, t he
St ates

Most Sweditshtemiveda®&mnl i n steerage class, the chec
crowded and uncomfortable conditions. A typical
sever al mont hs depending on the mode of transpor
The cost of passage in steerage class varied dep
the destinati on. On average, a single adult tick
family of four coul d pay weeteweern h&0 @ oasrtd cl,ud WO bk
family chose to travel in second or first c¢cl ass.
In addition to the cost of passage, Swedish emig
and | odging while travebirngatsepioohé¢ podt voisadapat

cost of shipping their belongings to the United
significant financial i1investment for Swedish fan
bel ognsgitno afford the trip.



Claiming | and

During the 1900s, the US government i mplemented
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The Homestead Act was intended to encourage sett
popul ar among farmers, ranchers, and other sett]
was ofteowor quality and many settlers struggl ed
Additionally, the Homestead Act had negative con
to the forced removal of many tribes from their

To cll @amadn under the Homestead Act, Swedi sh i mmigr
had to meet the eligibility requirements, which
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and receive a | and patent i f their claim was app

The Homestead Act was intkRedwestor entcomnuriatger ised t
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Retuhmimegt o Sweden

The exact number of Swedish i mmigrants who retur
as it is dependent on various factors such as ti
returning. iHowesveesti mated that between 20 and 3
to the USA during the | ate 19th and early 20th c
There were several reasons why Swedish i mmigrant
i mi grants experienced difficulty adjusting to [
Sweden by economic or family reasons. Additional
economic downturns in the USA hloamk.many Swedi sh i
It is worth noting that the trend of Swedish i mn
1920s, as the USA became a more established dest
i ncreased.

Occupaton

During the Swediys waivrersi grfati on many Swedi sh i mmi
particularly in the manufacturing and mining sec
factories producing textiles, fur nintdurce,p pmeac hmime
in the Upper Midwest.

As Swedish i mmigrants became more established in
areas, many became involved in skilled trades su
Swedi sh i mmi gerda ptro faelsso oerst sruch as medicine, | a\
In addition to these occupations, many Swedi sh i
in the Midwest and Pacific Northwest regions of
frams and homesteads, and many became successful
Overall, while the most common occupation for Sw
period and | ocation, many were employe®&wedi shdus

i mmi grants were known for their strong work ethi
prosperity in the United States through hard wor

Criminality

Criminality among Swedish i mmilgy anhnoew dwritmg tWUme't
early 20th centuries. Swedish i mmigrants were kn
commit ment to family val ues -abwhdiicnhg hceol npneudn ittoi ecsr e
Uni t edTIlotaastte smafj oSwetdyi sh i mmi gr ant s -aboi dihneg Uniittiezd
who contributed positively to their communities



The statue of Kar | OskaBwaddnKirssai hani bot &at bshhennmain char

Vil hel m Meleartg'nsovfedurseries "The Emigrants". The series, pu
group of Swedish peasants who-H&dmhgraneurg,tbBeekbhnged Beat et
poverty and oppression in Sweden.

Karl Oskar and Kristina are the central characters of the
recurring theme t hrtoweg,howhi chhewassrurrwei IThhdke isnt al965, depicts
over the sea towldd ddkghvea rUd ittce da St el eiblkatcek ionn U HhAE haen dh osnheel a n «
statue was created by the Swedish sculptor Arvid K2l ]|l str?©°m.
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